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Definitions of Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment terms 

 

Landscape Susceptibility  

Landscape susceptibility relates to the ability of a particular landscape to accommodate the 
proposed development. Landscape susceptibility is appraised through consideration of the baseline 
characteristics of the landscape, and in particular, the scale or complexity of a given landscape.  

The evaluation of landscape susceptibility is undertaken with reference to a three point scale, as 
outlined below: 

LANDSCAPE 
SUSCEPTIBILITY 

CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA 

High  
Small scale, intimate or complex landscape considered to be intolerant of even minor 
change. 

Medium 
Medium scale, more open or less complex landscape considered tolerant to some 
degree of change. 

Low 
Large scale, simple landscape considered tolerant of a large degree of change. 

Table 8.1: Landscape Susceptibility Criteria 

 

Landscape Sensitivity 

Landscape sensitivity to change is determined by employing professional judgment to combine and 
analyse the identified value and susceptibility and is defined with reference to the three point scale 
outlined below: 

LANDSCAPE 
SENSITIVITY 

CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA 

High  
Landscape of particularly highly valued character and scenic quality, considered very 
susceptible to relatively small changes e.g. within a designated National Scenic Area, 
National Park, Garden and Designed Landscape or recognised as an iconic or 
important feature of the Irish landscape. 

Medium 
Landscape of regional or local value, quality or rarity, exhibiting some distinct features, 
considered tolerant of some degree of change e.g. within a locally designated 
landscape or with landscape elements of local importance. 

Low 
Landscape of lower scenic quality, with few distinctive elements or valued 
characteristics and considered tolerant of a large degree of change e.g. outwith any 
designated areas or within a degraded landscape. 

Table 8.2: Landscape Sensitivity to Change Criteria 
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Magnitude of Landscape Change 

The magnitude of landscape change refers to the extent to which the proposed developments would 
alter the existing characteristics of the landscape and combines judgements on; size or scale of 
effect, geographical extent of the area influenced and duration/reversibility. Changes to landscape 
characteristics can be both direct and indirect. Direct change occurs where the proposed 
developments would result in a physical change to the landscape within or adjacent to the proposed 
development site. Indirect changes are a consequence of the direct changes resulting from the 
proposed developments. They occur often away from the proposed development site (for example, 
off-site construction staff parking).They may be separated by distance or in time from the source of 
the effects.  

The following definitions are used to describe the magnitude of landscape change or landscape 
effects:  

MAGNITUDE CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA 

Negligible No discernible change in any component 

Low Virtually imperceptible change in landscape receptors 

Moderate Moderate change in localised areas 

High Notable change in landscape characteristics over an extensive area ranging to a very 
intensive change over a more limited area 

Table 8.3: Magnitude of Landscape Change Criteria (Landscape Effects) 

 

Visual Susceptibility 

Visual susceptibility relates to the importance of views to receptors at a certain location and is 
informed by the type of receptor and the activity with which they are engaged. This considers the 
extent to which receptors’ attention or interest is focused on the view or visual amenity. For example 
residents in their home, walkers whose interest is likely to be focused on the landscape or a 
particular view, or visitors at an attraction where views are an important part of the experience often 
indicate a higher level of susceptibility. Whereas receptors occupied in outdoor sport where views 
are not important or at their place of work are often considered less susceptible to change. Visual 
susceptibility is determined with reference to the three point scale and criteria outlined below: 

SUSCEPTIBILITY  CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA 

High  
Receptors for which the view is of primary importance and are likely to notice even 
minor change. 

Medium 
Receptors for which the view is important but not the primary focus and are tolerant of 
some change. 

Low 
Receptors for which the view is incidental or unimportant and is tolerant of a high 
degree of change.    

Table 8.4: Visual Susceptibility 
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Visual Sensitivity 

Visual sensitivity to change is determined by employing professional judgment to combine and 
analyse the identified value and susceptibility and is defined with reference to the three point scale 
outlined below: 

VISUAL 
SENSITIVITY  

CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA 

High  
Locations where receptors experience a highly valued, impressive or well composed 
view, with no detracting features and where changes would be highly noticeable.  

Medium 
Locations where receptors experience a valued view which generally represents a 
pleasing composition but may include some detracting elements and is tolerant of a 
degree of change.  

Low 
Locations where the view is incidental but not important to the receptors and the nature of 
the view is of limited value or poorly composed with numerous detracting features and is 
tolerant of a large degree of change.  

Table 8.5: Sensitivity to Change Criteria 

 

Visual effects are direct effects as the magnitude of change within an existing view will be 
determined by the extent of visibility of the proposed developments. The following definitions are 
used to determine the magnitude of change caused by visual effects:  

MAGNITUDE CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA 

Negligible The development will cause a barely discernible change in the existing view 

Low 
The development will cause very minor changes to the view over a wide area or minor 
changes over a limited area 

Moderate 
The development will cause minor changes to the existing view over a wide area or 
noticeable change over a limited area 

High 
The development will cause a considerable change in the existing view over a wide area 
or a significant change over a limited area 

Table 8.6: Magnitude of Visual Change Criteria (Visual Effects)  

 

The table below provides the definition of the duration of landscape and visual effects: 

DURATION DESCRIPTION 

Temporary Effects lasting one year or less 

Short Term Effects lasting one to seven years 

Medium Term Effects lasting seven to fifteen years 

Long Term Effects lasting fifteen to sixty years 

Permanent Effects lasting over sixty years 

Table 8.7: Definition of Duration of Effects 

 

The nature of landscape and visual effects is defined as follows: 
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NATURE OF 
EFFECTS 

DESCRIPTION 

Neutral This will neither enhance nor detract from the landscape character or view 

Positive (Beneficial) This will improve or enhance the landscape character or view 

Negative (Adverse) This will have an adverse effect on the existing landscape character or view 

Table 8.8: Definition of Nature of Effects 

 
 
The overall significance of effects can be deduced from the following matrix. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS 

(effects rated Moderate and above 
are considered significant) 

SENSITIVITY TO CHANGE 

High Medium Low 

MAGNITUDE 
OF CHANGE 

High Major Moderate-Major Moderate 

Moderate-High Moderate-Major Moderate Minor-Moderate 

Moderate Moderate Moderate Minor 

Low-Moderate Moderate Minor-Moderate Minor-Negligible 

Low Minor-Moderate Minor Negligible 

Low-Negligible Minor-Moderate Minor-Negligible Negligible 

Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible 

Table 8.9: Significance of Effects Matrix1 

  

                                                            
1
 Note that the matrix is a guide ‐ the determination of significance of effects also requires an element of professional judgement 
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After considering both the nature of the receptor and the nature of the effect, the significance of 
the effect is stated according to the following definitions. The significance can be adverse or 
beneficial (positive): 

SIGNIFICANCE 
CATEGORY  DESCRIPTION OF EFFECT

High Beneficial  
Effect 

The project would: 

• greatly enhance the character (including quality and value) of the landscape; 
• enable the restoration of characteristic features and elements lost as a result of 

changes from inappropriate management or development; 
• enable a sense of place to be created or greatly enhanced; 
• cause a very noticeable improvement in the existing view; and 
• open up a new view of local landscape dominate the future view. 

Moderate Beneficial 
Effect 

The project would: 

• enhance the character (including quality and value) of the landscape; 
• enable the restoration of characteristic features and elements partially lost or 

diminished as a result of changes from inappropriate management or 
development; 

• enable a sense of place to be restored; and 
• cause a noticeable improvement in the existing view. 

Minor Beneficial 
Effect 

The project would: 

• complement the character (including quality and value) of the landscape; 
• maintain or enhance characteristic features and elements; 
• enable some sense of place to be restored; and 
• cause a barely perceptible improvement in the existing view. This will typically 

occur where the viewer is at some distance from the development and the 
development newly appears in the view, but not as a point of principal focus. It 
will also occur where the development is closely located to the viewpoint but is 
seen at an acute angle and at the extremity of the overall view. 

Negligible Effect  The project would: 

• maintain the character (including quality and value) of the landscape; 
• blend in with characteristic features and elements; 
• enable a sense of place to be retained; and 
• not result in a discernible improvement or deterioration in the existing view. 

Minor Adverse  
Effect 

The project would: 

• not quite fit the character (including quality and value) of the landscape; 
• be at variance with characteristic features and elements; 
• detract from a sense of place; and 
• cause a barely perceptible deterioration in the existing view. This will typically 

occur where the viewer is at some distance from the development and the 
development newly appears in the view, but not as a point of principal focus. It 
will also occur where the development is closely located to the viewpoint but is 
seen at an acute angle and at the extremity of the overall view. 

Moderate Adverse 
Effect 

The project would: 

• conflict with the character (including quality and value) of the landscape; 
• have an adverse impact on characteristic features or elements;  
• diminish a sense of place; and 
• cause a noticeable deterioration in the existing view. 

High Adverse  
Effect 

The project would: 

• be at complete variance with the character (including quality and value) of the 
landscape; 

• degrade or diminish the integrity of a range of characteristic features and 
elements; 

• damage a sense of place or cause a sense of place to be lost; 
• cause the integrity of characteristic features and elements to be lost; 
• cause a very noticeable deterioration in the existing view; and 
• obstruct an existing view of local landscape and the development will dominate 

the future view. 

Table 8.10: Categories of Significance of Landscape and Visual Effects 


